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LETTER, 


My  Lord, 

It  is  the  way  of  the  world 
to  beftow  favours  more  liberally  on  thofe 
who  do  not,  than  on  thofe  who  do,  want 
them.  Nor  is  this  univerfally  acknow¬ 
ledged  propenfion,  when  fairly  canvafled, 
fo  very  illaudable  as  it  feems  at  firfl  blufh. 
Loffeffions,  of  whatever  kind,  muft  always 
imply  a  prefumption,  at  lead,  of  fome  fort 
of  merit.  From  the  moft  fordid  crumenal, 
to  the  nobleft  literary  and  fenatoria!  acquire¬ 
ments,  we  may  trace  in  the  poiTefiors  a 
fpirit,  or  habit,  beneficial  to  the  publick ; 
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for  the  publick  fubfifts  by  the  labours  and 
exertions  of  its  individuals.  The  podef- 
fbr  of  the  greater  proportion  of  talents  has 
even  the  exprefs  fandtion  of  heaven  for  the 
acquifition  of  more :  while  the  dull  for¬ 
lorn  wretch,  whofe  indolence  and  igno- 
ranee  have  either  diflipated  his  (lore,  or 
preferved  barely  the  poor  pittance  which 
nature  had  granted,  without  fruit  or  in- 
creafe,  is  defervedly  dripped  of  even  that 
which  he  hath. 

Prompted  by  this  principle,  I  prefume 
to  addrefs  a  few  fcattered  thoughts,  (merit¬ 
ing  notice,  or  not,  as  your  judgement  will 
determine,)  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  relation 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies, 
to  your  Lordfhip,  as  the  man  perhaps  in 
the  world  who  want  advice  and  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  topick  the  lead  ;  but  who,  at 

t 

the  fame  time,  from  principle,  ability,  and 
dation,  can  make  the  bed  ufe,  and  the 
mod  falutary  for  your  country,  of  the 
fmalled  mite  thrown  into  that  treafure  of 
commercial  and  political  knowledge,  which 

by 
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by  attention  and  experience  you  have  accu¬ 
mulated  already. 


T  H  E  grand  quedion  refpedting  a  par¬ 
liamentary  taxation  of  our  Colonies  in 
America  has  been  aptly  and  generally  di¬ 
vided  into  two  parts  ;  the  one  relative  to 
the  Right  of  the  Legillature  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  impofe  taxes  upon  them  at  any 
time  whatever,  the  other  relative  to  the 
Expediency  of  exerciling  fuch  Right  in  the 
prefent  conjuncture.  The  legiflative  Right 
of  this  kingdom  over  every  mod  dillant 
parcel  of  the  Britifh  empire,  though  fo- 
lemnly  affirmed  by  a  declaration  of  the 
highed,  and  mod  authoritative  nature,  is 
dill  doubted  by  many,  who  fcruple  not  to 
exprefs  their  doubts  in  drong  terms.  The 
Expediency  of  exerciling  fuch  Right  at 
prefent,  by  levying  a  tax  on  the  American 
Colonies,  has,  after  long  debate,  been  de¬ 
termined  in  the  negative  by  the  fupreme 
legillature. 
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Upon  this  Hate  of  the  cafe,  both  que- 
ilions  are,  in  my  opinion,  (till  open  to 
difcuilion.  The  former,  becaufe  many 
men  may  lend  a  patient  ear  to  private  rea- 
fon,  which  offers  itfelf  with  the  concilia- 
ting  air  of  equality,  who  revolt  at  once 
from  the  authority  of  parliamentary  deci- 
lion  :  and  it  is  furely  more  eligible  to  con¬ 
vince  than  to  compel.  Compuliion  ex¬ 
tends  only  to  adts,  not  to  thoughts  :  and 
fuch  thoughts  as  the  people  of  this  country 
entertain,  it  would  be  extremely  difficult, 
nor  is  it  defireable,  to  prevent  their  ex- 
preffing.  They  are  a  generous  fpirited 
people,  fond  of  freedom  to  enthufiafm, 
and  would  maintain  that  of  others  at  the 
hazard  of  their  own ;  but,  I  hope,  not 
madly  at  the  certain  lofs  of  it. 


The  latter  queftion,  that,  1  mean,  of 
Expediency,  is  Hill  open  to  difcuffion ;  be¬ 
caufe,  from  its  nature,  it  can  admit  of  no 
more  than  a  temporary  determination. 
What  is  not  expedient  to  day  may  become 
fo,  to-morrow,  but  natural  Rights  are  of 
(table  duration.  Thus  the  Expediency 

mull 
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tnuft  ever  be  free  to  debate  ;  the  Right 
only  fo  far  as  may  tend  to  convince  the 
prejudiced  and  uninformed. 

The  two  questions  feem  to  me,  in  ma¬ 
ny  points  of  view,  ib  clofely,  and,  I  may 
fay,  cunningly,  interwoven  together,  that 
the  fame  thread  of  argument  fuits  the  tex¬ 
ture  of  both.  Though  the  divilion,  there¬ 
fore,  be  clear,  I  profefs  not  to  treat  them 
always  as  feparate,  but  to  blend,  or  diftin- 
guifh,  as  occafion  may  require. 

At  the  head  of  that  army,  which  often- 
fibly  ranges  itfelf  under  the  banners  of  li¬ 
berty,  there  proudly  fteps  forth  a  gigantick 
phantom,  plumed  with  the  arrogance  of 
imaginary  vigour,  who  hurls  defiance 
again  ft  all  opponents,  himfelf  truely  invul¬ 
nerable,  becaufe  a  mere  goblin  of  air. 
I  mean  the  monftrous  idea  of  a  Virtual 
Representation.  Grant  this  phantom,  for 
one  moment,  a  pofiible  exiftence,  and  he 
militates  equally,  in  the  prefent  conteft, 
for  G  reat  Britain,  and  her  Colonies.  If 

he 
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he  makes  but  one  ftep  from  Manchefter 
to  London,  he  may  as  eafily  ftride  Colof- 
fus-like  acrofs  the  Atlantick.  If  any  one 
town  in  England  be  but  virtually  repre- 
fented,  her  Colonies  have  furely  no  good 
caufe  to  murmur,  if  they  be  included  with¬ 
in  the  fame  predicament.  So  that  all  the 
boafted  reafoning  that  Eloquence  has  drawn 
from  the  ftrange  proportion  of  a  Virtual 
Reprefentation  labours  obvioully  under  the 
fatal  objection  of  proving  too  much — a  fa¬ 
tality  attendant  upon  almoft  every  argu¬ 
ment  worth  a  moment’s  conlideration, 
which  the  Advocates  of  America  have  late¬ 
ly  adduced. 

Suppose,  my  Lord,  two  fober  and  fen- 
fible  men,  the  one  an  Englilhman,  the 
other  a  Colonift,  fat  down  to  reafon  toge¬ 
ther,  coolly  and  deliberately,  on  the  po¬ 
pular  fubjedt  of  an  American  taxation  by  a 
Britifh  legiilature.  As  to  the  point  of  Ex¬ 
pediency,  it  is  pretty  clear,  I  think,  and 
certain,  they  can  never  agree.  Wav¬ 
ing  other  confiderations,  this  fingle  bar  to 

i  harmony 


(  11  ) 

harmony  will  keep  them  always  at  vari¬ 
ance  :  namely,  the  good  Englilhman,  with 
all  his  generofity,  having  a  rooted  averfion 
to  the  payment  of  ( eo  nomine)  Taxes,  will 
ever  think  it  expedient,  if  he  be  fatisfied 
of  his  Right,  to  lighten  his  own  burden, 
by  laying  a  part  of  it  on  American  Ihoul- 
ders  ;  an  idea  of  Expediency,  to  which  the 
fpirited  Colonift  can  never  fubfcribe,  while 
he  preferves  that  defire,  fo  natural  to  man, 
of  chufing  rather  to  difpofe  of  his  property 
himfelf,  than  fuffer  it  to  lie  at  the  difpofal 
of  another. 

The  Right,  however,  opens  a  more 
ample  field  of  argument  •,  the  reafoning  on 
it  is  more  ab drafted,  and  comes  not  home 
fo  foon  or  lb  clofely  to  the  Individual.  I 
can  well  conceive  the  Englifhman,  upon 
general  theoretical  notions  of  Liberty,  to 

O 

whofe  caufe  he  is  always  fo  warmly  at¬ 
tached,  upon  notions  of  Equality  amongll 
all  the  fons  of  men,  very  fine  in  {pecula¬ 
tion,  and  very  falfe  in  faff,  I  can  conceive 
him,  I  fay,  on  the  naked  queftion  of  Right, 

to 
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to  be  led  away  by  plaulible  and  conciliato¬ 
ry  proportions,  prefled  much  more  brong- 
ly  upon  his  heart  than  his  head,  offered, 
not  to  the  man’s  reafon,  but  rather  to  the 
man,  rendered  pleafingly  infidious  by  com¬ 
pliments  artfully  paid  to  the  glorious  drug¬ 
gies  oi  Englishmen  in  all  ages  for  Liberty, 
I  can  conceive  him  fo  enraptured  with  this 
Dulcinea  of  his  imagination,  as  to  facrifice 
his  fenfes  at  her  vifionary  flirine,  and  while 
he  combats  aerial  cables  for  her  honour, 
to  defert  his  patrimony,  and  abdicate  his 
birthright. - But,  my  Lord,  I  afk  par¬ 

don  :  I  had  forgot  that  my  Englishman 
was  a  man  of  calomel's  and  good  fenfe. 

o 

He  fets  a  juft  and  true  value  on  his  birth¬ 
right  ;  and,  although  not  abfolutely  pre¬ 
determined  on  the  queftion,  refolves  to  be 
on  his  guard  again!!  tire  fophidry  of  his 
antagonid,  whofe  intered  he  fees  deeply 
concerned  in  the  iflue. 

But,  before  my  two  champions  enter 
the  lifts  of  debate,  give  me  leave  to  drew 
that,  on  the  topick  of  Right,  as  I  ha''e 

already 


already  endeavoured  to  demonflrate  that 
they  may  agree,  by  the  Briton’s  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  Siren  Song  of  falfe  Liberty, 
fo  their  fentiments  may  likewife  be  brought 
to  coincide,  by  a  concefiion  of  the  Right 
on  tne  part  ot  the  Colonift.  But  fuch 
concefiion  would  be  temporary  and  delu- 
five,  not  flowing  from  conviction,  but  ex¬ 
torted  by  fear.  The  power  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  might  juftly  alarm  :  Oppofition,  it 
might  be  apprehended,  would  irritate  and 
inflame  :  an  infolent  or  obftinate  denial  of 
the  Right  might  provoke  a  fudden  exer¬ 
tion  of  Power  to  enforce  it.  Policy  would 
fuggeft  that  the  felf-fame  arguments,  which 
at  this  day  fupport  Colonical  Independence, 
might  be  urged  with  far  greater  fecurity 
and  efficacy,  when  their  numbers  are  be¬ 
come  double,  and  when  their  wealth  is 
augmented  in,  perhaps,  a  tenfold  propor¬ 
tion,  chiefly  by  means  of  the  fupinenefs 
of  Britain,  in  refting  fatisfied  with  emoty 
declarations  of  one  of  her  moft  important 
and  eflential  Rights ;  which,  if  not  fpse- 
.djly  and  efficiently  aborted,  will  foon  found 
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as  ridiculous,  as  the  Cham  of  Tartary’s 
gracious  permiflion  to  the  potentates  of 
the  earth  to  fit  down  to  their  dinners. 

Thus,  I  fay,  my  Lord,  it  is  poftible 
that,  on  the  topick  of  Right,  the  Briton 
and  the  Colonift  may  fmoke  the  calumet 
of  peace  :  with  only  this  difference  refpedt- 
ing  their  motives — that,  if  the  agree¬ 
ment  arifes  from  the  Briton’s  acceding  to 
the  fentiments  of  the  Colonift,  and  dif- 
claiming  his  fupremacy  as  incompatible 
with  freedom,  he  adts  from  the  benevo¬ 
lent  fimplicity  of  his  heart,  and  the  coin¬ 
cidence  of  opinion  is  cordial  and  ftncere. 
If  this  agreeable  concurrence,  on  the  other 
hand,  fhould  fpring  from  a  conceffion  on 
the  part  of  the  American,  fuch  acquief- 
cence  is  politick,  temporary,  and  delu- 
ftve,  calculated  merely  to  amufe,  and  fuf- 
pend  the  dreaded  exertion  of  power,  till 
ftrength  be  acquired  to  fupport  argument 
with  force.  •  i 


But 
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But  my  two  fober  Difputants,  whom, 
as  men  of  my  own  creation,  I  have  a  rignt 
to  model  according  to  my  fancy,  fhah 
bring  no  other  weapon  into  the  field  of  ra¬ 
tiocination  than  plain  good  fenfe,  fupport- 
ed  by  a  general  information  as  to  fads, 
and  a  tolerable  infight  into  the  topicks  of 
argument.  To  make  them  Men,  each 
muft  have  his  foible  :  it  fhall  be  an  amiable 
one,  and  the  fame  in  both— namely,  a 
tender  prediledtion  for  the  countries  which 
refpedively  gave  them  birth,  implanted 
deeply  by  nature  in  the  bofom  ol  each, 
and  branching  out  imperceptibly  under 
cover  of  their  reafonings,  but  not  with 
fuch  preffure  as  to  diminilh  their  force. 

It  is  not  my  intent  to  frame  a  regular 
colloquy,  or  to  embarrafs  the  difcourfe  by 
marking  precifely  every  anfwer  and  leply. 
Let  us  fuppofe  the  firfc  forms  of  deputa¬ 
tion  adjufted  j  let  us  pafs  over  each  pievious 
queftion  in  filence ;  let  us  endeavoui,  as 
foon  as  may  be,  to  lay  hold  on  the  pomt. 
It  is  urged  by  the  American,  with  great 

C  a  plaufi- 


plaufibility,  and  with  a  glow  of  eloquence, 
which  even  the  femblance  of  Liberty  al¬ 
ways  infpires,  (but  which,  to  avoid  the 
tranfgreflion  of  epiftolary  limits,  it  is  my 
dmy  to  leiuain,)  tnat  IVTan  has  no  native 
fuperiority  over  Man  ;  that,  not  only  by 
virtue  of  this  general  principle,  but  by 
vi)  luo  or  the  mofc  exprefs  and  particular 
ftipulations,  an  Englifhman  can  claim  no 
fuperiority  over  an  American,  except  that 
of  a  Father  over  a  Son  at  full  age,  which, 
if  circumftances  are  ealy  *,  amounts  to  no¬ 
thing  more  than  a  claim  of  honour  and  re- 
fpedt ;  that  fuch  homage  the  Americans 
are  ever  willing  to  pay ;  that  in  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  fuch  homage  they  have  never  yet 
been  deficient  that  they  have  proceeded 
much  farther,  and,  as  became  children 
zealoufiy  devoted  to  their  duty,  have  la- 
vifhed  their  blood  and  treafure  in  the 
quarrels  of  that  parent,  who  now  feeks  to 
opprefs  them ;  that  they  are  hill  ready  to 
expend  their  treafure  to  the  lafl  mite,  and 

*  Eafy,  I  mean,  on  the  part  of  the  Father. 
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then  blood  to  the  laft  drop,  in  defence  and 


fuppoit  of  the  rights  of  their  parent;  but 
that,  while  they  remain  free,  the  mode  of 
exei  tion  mud;  be  left  to  themfelves  ;  that 
tiiey  themfelves  are  the  only  competent 
judges  of  the  ilrength  or  their  own  finews  ; 
that  they  are  freeborn  Britons,  as  the  De- 
fcendants  of  Biitons,  and  have  never  yet 
forfeited  or  impaired  their  title  to  the  glo¬ 
rious  immunities  and  privileges  of  their 
Anceftors,  but  by  the  whole  tenor  of  their 
condud  have  rather  flrengthened  their 
claim ;  that  the  volatile  fpint  of  Englifh 
Liberty  transfufes  its  facred  flame  through 
every  remoteft  branch  of  the  Empire  of 
Great  Britain  ;  that  Property  is  inviolable 
under  the  influence  of  that  fpirit;  that  an 
extortion  of  moneyfrom  the  meanefl  indivi¬ 
dual  by  colour  of  law  would  be  fuch  a  fatal 
violation  of  Property,  as  muft  wound  the 
very  vitals  of  the  whole  coliedive  fyflem  ; 
that  luch  extortion  means  nothing  more 
than  a  taking  of  it  from  the  individual, 
without  his  exprefs  or  implied,  without 
his  adual,  or  at  lead;  his  virtual  content ; 

that 
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that  external  prohibitions  or  reftridions 
upon  commerce  may  be  vindicated  by  the 
extent  of  the  naval  power  of  Great  Britain, 
by  her  confeffedly  paramount  dominion  at 
fea,  but  that  internal  taxation  refts  on  a 
quite  different  bafis  ;  that  the  levying  tax¬ 
es  in  America  by  the  foie  authority  of  a 
Britifh  legiflature,  whereof  America  con- 
fdtutes  not  one  fingle  member,  would  be 
the  grolleft  violation  of  American  Proper¬ 
ty ;  that  Taxation  and  Reprefentation  muff 
ever  go  hand  in  hand ;  that  all  the  inha- 

O 

bitants  of  Britain  are  either  actually  or  vir- 

I 

tually  reprefen  ted  in  the  Britifh  Senate, 
but  not  one  tingle  inhabitant  of  America 
bears,  as  an  American,  the  minuteft  part 
in  either  fuch  adual  or  virtual  reprefenta¬ 
tion  5  that  the  Colonies  in  fad  have  Af- 
femblies  of  their  own,  conftituted  in  every 
refped  like  the  Britifh  Parliament,  and 
fully  adequate  to  every  purpofe  of  taxation 
amongft  them  (elves  ;  that  tnoie  Ailem- 
blies  are  the  only  power  which  can  or  ought 
to  tax  them;  that  thefe  principles  and 

fentiments  are  not  the  luxuriant  growth 

of 
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of  American  opulence  and  wantonnefs, 
now  fadtioufly  aiming  at  a  novel  indepen¬ 
dence,  but  were  imported  from  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  by  their  Britilh  Ancedors,  who  brought 
along  with  them  into  thofe  inhofpitable 
wilds  the  fpirit  of  the  Law  and  Conditu- 
tion  of  their  Country,  which  have  been  at 
various  times,  then  and  fince,  confirmed 
to  them,  by  the  fame  high  fandtion,  which 
damps  the  Fiat  on  every  Britilh  Adt  of 
Parliament,  namely,  by  the  fandtion  of  the 
Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

I  hope,  my  Lord,  I  have  not  been  a 
niggard  to  my  Colonid  :  if  his  bed  reafon- 
ing  proves  defedtive,  he  mud  blame  the 
weaknefs  of  his  caufe  :  if  I  have  not  pla¬ 
ced  it  in  its  fulled  light,  it  was  no  error 
of  intention :  if  I  have  been  deficient  in 
my  reprefentation  of  it,  I  mud  take  fhame 
to  the  imbecillity  of  my  own  underdand- 
ing,  which,  I  fairly  acknowledge,  did  for 
feme  time  acquiefce  under  the  weight  of 
thofe  very  arguments,  which  I  now  have 
urged  freely,  though  concifely,  for  him. 

Attention 
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Attention  and  deliberation  have  changed 
my  opinion  :  and,  to  vary  my  ftyle,  and 
throw  off  the  aukwardnefs  of  a  dialogue 
in  the  third  perfon,  I  will  proceed  to  urge 
my  Englhhman’s  anfwer  as  my  own. 


Would  to  God  that  all  mankind  en¬ 
joyed  freedom  and  happinefs,  in  the  high- 
eft,  mo  ft  perfed,  and  permanent  degree  ! 
Would  to  God  there  were  no  pain,  or  other 
evil  in  the  world  !-— — But  how  vain  are  fuch 
winies  !  How  futile  are  the  dreams  of 
the  Philofopher  in  his  ftudy,  where  he 
creates  worlds  by  his  fancy,  and  models 
fyftems  by  his  caprice— for  Reafon,  ab- 
ftraded  from  fad  and  experience,  will  al¬ 
ways  degenerate  into  fancy  and  caprice. 
How  long  did  the  natural  world  lie  enve¬ 
loped  in  darknefs,  while  Hypothecs  was 
deified,  and  Experiment  defpifed  !  while 
the  reins  hung  loofe  about  the  neck  of 
Reafon,  and  Fad  was  trampled  upon,  ■  as 
unwoitny  or  regard  !  —  Reafoning  a  priori 
is  in  every  refped  as  falfe,  and  leads  as 
certainly  to  error,  in  the  moral,  and  poli¬ 
tical, 
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tical,  as  it  is  now  univerfally  confefled  that 
it  did,  for  a  feries  of  ages,  in  the  natural 
world.  There  are,  indeed,  in  Ethicks, 
as  well  as  in  Phyficks,  and  likewife  in 
Politicks,  as  well  as  in  both,  certain  grand 
firfl  principles,  which  ferve  as  polar  Ears, 
to  give  light  and  direction  for  the  dis¬ 
covery  of  the  true  fyflem  :  but,  though  we 
take  them  as  guides,  they  are  by  no  means 
the  fources  whence  our  reafonings  Ihould 
flow.  The  tendency  of  argument  fhould 
be  upwards  to  them  from  fafts,  not  down¬ 
wards  from  them  at  random.  The  rays 
of  ratiocination  Ihould  arife  feverally  from 
the  fcattered  multitude  of  experiments, 
and  then  in  their  progrefs  converge  to  a 
point  :  but,  if  they  are  forced  abfurdly  to 
dart  from  that  point  towards  which  they 
Ihould  tend,  diverging  through  their  whole 
courfe,  they  will  diflipate  their  luftre,  nor 
preferve  fuflicient  radiance,  when  they 
have  reached  the  fphere  of  reality,  to  elu- 

e  fadt  which  experience  offers 
to  our  view. — Such  has  been  the  fate  of 
a))  Hypothetical,  Platonick,  and  Utopian 
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fyllems  !  fuch  muft  ever  be  their  fate,  till 
Man  advances  to  perfection — a  period, 
indeed,  moil  devoutly  to  be  wifhed ;  but, 
if  we  may  judge  from  the  pall,  and,  I  fear 
I  may  add  with  llridt  truth,  from  the  pre- 
'  lent,  not  likely  to  be  accomplilhed,  at  leaft 
in  our  time. 


i  he  fubordination  of  Colonies,  wherever 
planted,  to  their  Mother  Country,  is  as 
univerfally  acknowledged,  as  it  is  varioully 
defined.  To  argue  from  experience,  as 
well  as  from  reafon,  we  mull  prefume  that 
every  fuch  eilablifhed  fubordination  par¬ 
takes  in  nature,  as  well  as  in  degree,  of 
the  con  dilution  cf  that  particular  Country, 
from  which  the  Colony  that  owns  it  took 
its  rife.  The  Colonies  of  monarchical  and 
arillocratical  Defpotifm,  will  in  vain  figh 
for  freedom,  while  they  pay  homage  to 
their  Parent ;  the  Colonies  of  every  popu¬ 
lar,  mixed,  and  free  Government,  pre- 
ferving  their  duty,  have  a  right  to  be  free. 
A  fudden  fit  of  phrenzy,  though  mifchiev- 
ous,  may  be  pardoned.  But  lliould  fuch 

free 
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free  Colonies,  with  deliberation  and  per- 
feverance,  make  riotous,  tumultuous,  or 
rebellious  oppofition  to  the  legal  appoint¬ 
ments  of  that  power  whence  they  fprung, 
it  might  become  neceffary,  perhaps,  not 
only  to  reduce  them,  by  compulfory  mea- 
fures,  to  a  juft  fenfe,  or  at  lead  an  often- 
fible  practice  of  duty  ;  but  by  binding  their 
hands,  to  fecure  the  Parent  from  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  outrage.  Thus,  I  truft,  it  will 
clearly  and  readily  be  granted,  that  no  Co¬ 
lony  can  ever  pretend  to  a  greater  propor¬ 
tion  of  liberty,  than  the  Country  from 
which  it  derives  exiftence  enjoys,  while  it 
continues  to  profefs  a  duty  to  that  Coun¬ 
try  ;  and  that  every  Colony  is  liable,  by  a 
grofs  and  flagrant  abufe  of  indulgence,  to 
a  reduction  below  trie  fixed  ftandard  Ox 
liberty,  as  primarily  and  conftitutionally 

eredled  by  law. 

1  am  well  aware  that,  on  a  larger  fcale 
of  abftradt  reafoning.  All  Men  are  at  all 
times  univerfally  free.— But  the  laws  of 
Nature  are  applicable  only  to  its  ftate. 
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Its  ftate,  and  its  laws  have  been  found  alike 
inconvenient.  Mankind,  in  exadt  proportion 
to  their  civilization,  over  the  whole  face  of 
the  earth,  have  abrogated  both,  and  fubftitu- 
ted  others  at  difcretion  in  their  room.  The 
particular  exigencies  of  every  Society,  as 
from  time  to  time  they  arofe,  and  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  thofe  exigencies  upon  the  genius, 
fpirit,  and  temper  of  the  major  part  of  the 
memoers  of  every  fuch  Society,  or,  if  not 
democratical,  upon  its  leading  man,  or 
leading  men,  have  given  occafion  to  the 
framing  of  particular  ordinances,  which 
are  fo  many  encroachments  on,  or  at  lead; 
reftridtions  of,  the  univerfal  law  of  Na¬ 
ture,  and  upon  their  multiplication  have 
dwelled  to  a  Code,  which  becomes  the  mu¬ 
nicipal  law  of  the  Country,  and  gives 
equally  the  tone  to  its  conditution,  and  its 
manners.  It  is  thus,  in  efFedt,  that  every 
political  ftate  has  been  gradually  formed. 
Mankind  never  met  in  an  oecumenical  af- 
fembly,  either  colledtively  in  their  perfons, 
or  virtually  by  their  reprefentatives,  to 
make  at  once  a  grand  dividon  of  the  lands 

of 
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of  the  earth,  and  by  fuch  agrarian  law  to 
affix  permanent  boundaries  to  each  refpec- 
tive  Nation,  within  which  its  pofterity 
ffiould  be  for  ever  inclofed.  Nor  have  the 
legal  conftitutions,  any  more  than  the  le¬ 
gal  limits,  of  the  feveral  Nations,  been 
fettled  at  one  a;ra,  and  confirmed  by  the 
fanition  of  univerfal  afi'ent.  Both  are  in 
fait,  and  always  have  been,  in  every  part 
fubject  to  perpetual  fiuituation.  As  they 
ftand  at  the  prefent  moment,  it  is  both  our 
moral  duty,  and  our  interefi:,  to  pay  them 
refpedt  and  obedience ;  though  we  know 
that,  even  at  the  very  next  moment,  they 
are  liable  to  every  poffible  alteration,  from 
that  fupreme  legiflative  power,  which  has 
gradually  gained  pre-eminence  and  afcen- 
dancy,  and  muft  be  omnipotent  in  every 
firate.  Were  all  human  Society  by  fome 
fudden  (broke  diffolved,  and  men  thereby 
left  free  to  form  new  affociations,  during 
fuch  interregnum  the  law  of  Nature  would 
rule.  But  till  that  event  happens,  it  be¬ 
hoves  us  to  fubmit  to  the  regulations  of 
that  country,  where  we  chufe  or  chance 

to 
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to  refide,  as  we  find  thofe  regulations  al¬ 
ready  eftablifhed.  Reformation,  where  re¬ 
quisite,  muft  be  of  gradual  growth,  and 
abufes,  as  they  arofe,  be  removed,  by  de¬ 
grees.  The  Supreme  Legislature  alone 
can  be  the  Reformer  of  political  evils. 
Individuals  may  addrefs,  remonftrate,  and 
complain ;  but  are  bound  to  obey,  till  the 
Supreme  Power  grants  redrefs.  An  esta¬ 
blishment  of  gradual  rife  is  certainly  much 
firmer,  and  probably  more  juft,  than  one 
of  fudden  creation,  however  generally  af- 
fented  to  :  becaufe  the  fame  authority  that 
has  pafied  an  A£t,  can  as  readily  repeal  it ; 
but  where  time  is  an  ingredient  in  the 
composition  of  its  force,  time  Should  like- 
wife  confpire  to  work  its  diiTolution.  Few 
men  are  born  to  new-model  Governments  : 
All  are  born  within  the  Sphere  of  fome  par¬ 
ticular  form,  to  which  they  are  morally 
obliged  to  yield  homage  and  obedience. 
The  Freedom  of  every  man,  born  in  the 
lap  of  a  Community,  is  by  no  means  an 
abfolute,  unreftrained,  favage  Freedom ; 
but  limited  by,  and  amenable  to,  the  laws 
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of  that  Community,  wherein  he  drew  his 
firft  breath,  and  afterwards  to  the  laws  of 
fuch  other  Communities,  amongft  whom 
he  may  happen  from  time  to  time  to  refide. 
However  fhadowy  the  idea  of  a  virtual  re- 
prefentation,  every  Heir  is  the  aSlual  re- 
prelentative  of  his  Anceftors,  as  his  An¬ 
ceftors  were  by  anticipation  the  reprefen- 
tatives  of  him.  This  is  a  Reprefentation 
formed  by  Nature  herfelf.  As  the  Heir 
is  undoubtedly  a  part  of  his  Anceftors, 
thole  Anceftors  were  reciprocally  fo  many 
parts  of  the  Heir  :  as  they  were  his  repre- 
fentatives,  lie  is  bound  bv  their  adts ;  as  he 
is  their  reprefentative,  he  is  bound  to  ful¬ 
fill  their  engagements. 

To  apply  to  the  fubjedt  matter  this  po¬ 
litical  dodtrine,  which  I  hold  to  be  that  ot 
common  fenfe  and  experience — for  I  en¬ 
tirely  wave  the  authority  of  great  names, 
and  will  as  confidently  undertake  to  1  up- 
port  right  reafon,  found  policy,  and  truth, 
againft  a  Locke,  as  againit  a  Filmer  ; 
however  confcious  of  the  weaknefs  or  my 
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abilities,  however  refpectable  I  think 
the  one,  however  contemptible  I  think  the 
other,  of  thofe  two  jarring  names. — 


To  apply,  I  fay,  to  the  fubject  matter 
tins  political  doctrine,  J  will  only  bep*  per— 
million  to  alk  a  few  queftions,  and  leave 
the  anfwers  and  their  confequences  to  can¬ 
dour  and  common  fenfe.  Are  not 

the  Britilh  Colonifts  in  America  the  De¬ 
fendants  of  Britilh  AnceiTors,  and  is  not 
this  pojiulatum  the  very  foundation,  up¬ 
on  which  they  lay  claim  to  the  immu¬ 
nities  of  Britons  ?  Can  the  Defendants  of 
Britilh  Anceftors,  merely  as  being  f> 
defended,  arrogate  to  themf Ives,  by  any 
colour  of  right,  a  greater  proportion  of 
freedom,  than  thofe  very  Anceftors  actu¬ 
ally  enjoyed,  or  than  fuch  of  the  Pofterity 
of  thofe  very  Anceftors,  as  remain  in  Great 
Britain,  now  actually  enjoy  ?  Had  any  one 
of  thofe  Anceftors,  under  whom  they  de¬ 
rive  their  claim,  the  leaft  lhare  in  confti- 
tuting  that  legiflature,  whofe  fupremacy 
lie  was  bound  in  all  things  to  obey,  unlefs 
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as  a  Freeholder  of  lands  or  tenements  in 
Great  Britain,  or  as  a  Freeman  of  fome 
corporate  town  within  the  realm?  Have 
the  Pofterity  of  thofe  Anceftors,  ftill  re¬ 
maining  in  Britain,  any  ihare  in  confti- 
tuting  the  fupreme  legiflature,  unlefs  as 
fuch  I1  reeholders,  or  as  fuch  Freemen  ? 
Have  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  any  actual  ihare  in  confti- 
tuting  the  fupreme  legiflature  ?  Are  not 
all,  however,  bound  to  obey  its  power, 
equally  with  thofe  who  are  its  adtual  con- 
ftituents  ?  Will  the  Colonifts,  by  obey¬ 
ing  the  legiflature  of  Britain  be  one  jot  lefs 
free  than  thofe  of  her  fons  who  have  no 
ihare  in  conftituting  it  ?  Have  the  money¬ 
ed  men  of  Great  Britain,  merely  as  money¬ 
ed  men,  the  copyholders,  as  copyholders, 
or  leflees  for  years,  as  leifees  for  years,  the 
leaf!  ihare  in  conftituting  the  fupreme  le¬ 
gislature,  any  more  than  the  Colonifts 
have,  as  Colonifts  ?  May  not  all  thofe  per- 
fons,  however,  by  becoming  Freeholders 
pf  lands  or  tenements,  or  Freemen  of  cor- 
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porations  within  the  realm  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  acquire  a  right  to  be  conflituents  of 
the  legiflature,  and  may  not  the  Colonifts 
acquire  the  fame  right,  precifely  by  the 
fame  means  ?  Are  not  Reprefentative  and 
Conftituent  relative  terms  ?  Can  I  have  a 
Reprefentative,  unlefs  I  am  a  Conftituent  ? 
Though  poffeffed  of  every  million  accumu¬ 
lated  in  the  funds,  though  tenant  by  copy 
of  all  the  lands  in  England  which  are  held 
by  fuch  tenure,  though  lelfee  for  a  term  of 
ninety-nine  years  of  every  acre  which  may 
be  fo  iett,  am  I,  in  confequence  of  fuch 
an  immenfe  mafs  of  property,  a  Confhitu- 
ent  of  the  legiflature  in  the  minuted:  de- 
gree  ?  Have  1  a  Reprefentative  ?  Yet  do  I 
not  pay  taxes  ?  Do  Taxation  and  Repre- 
fentation  then  go  hand  in  hand  ?  Am  I  not 
taxed  by  the  Legiflature,  though  I  have  no 
Reprefentative  ?  Is  not  then  the  bcafled 
infeparable  alliance  between  Taxation  and 
Reprefen tation  founded  on  fidtion,  and 
overthrown  by  fadt  ?  Are  not  Taxation 
and  Legislation  the  truely  infeparable 
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allies  ?  Do  net  the  Colonifls  acquiefee  un¬ 
der  reftridtions  upon  their  commerce,  and 
a  levying  of  fuch  duties  as  they  call  exter¬ 
nal  taxes,  by  the  foie  authority  ox  the 
Britith  legifla'cure  ?  Can  common  lenie 
find  a  difference,  except  in  the  name,  be¬ 
tween  external  and  internal  taxation  ? 
Are  not  fuch  commodities  as  may  lie  in  a 
cheft  on  board  the  veffel  of  an  American 
trader,  as  much  his  property  as  tne  mo¬ 
ney  in  his  purfe  ?  Does  it  require  a  gs eat¬ 
er  ftretch  of  the  arm  of  civil  power  to  take 
a  (hilling  from  the  one  than  an  ounce  from 
the  other  ?  Should  I  not  feel  as  fenfibly 
the  iofs  of  my  caff,  if  taken  from  my 
acent,  my  fadtor,  or  my  fervant,  as  ii  ta¬ 
ken  immediately  from  my  own  proper 
perlon  1 — Can  tnoie  boalTed  CnaiteiS,  hy 
virtue  whereof  the  feveral  Colonies  claim 
a.  royal  exemption  from  parliamentary  au¬ 
thority,  operate  one  degree  faithei  than 
the  Charters  granted  by  the  Crown  to  the 
feveral  corporations  within  tne  lealm  of 
Great  Britain  ?  Are  not  the  privileges  of 
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each  entirely  confined  to  the  making  of 
bye-laws,  and  the  railing  of  duties  within 
themfelves,  to  anfwer  their  own  private 
purpofes  refpedtively,  abftra&ed  from  fuch 
exigencies  as  regard  the  whole  publick 
Weal  ?  Did  the  Crown  in  fade  mean  to 
grant  them  larger  powers,  or  could  the 
Crown  conflitutionally  have  granted  them 
larger  powers,  had  it  meaned  fo  to  do  ? 
Can  the  Crown  place  a  angle  fubjedl  of 
the  realm  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Legifla- 
ture  of  Great  Britain  ? — If  I,  as  a  money¬ 
ed  man,  copyholder,  or  leifee,  having  no 
right  to  vote  in  the  election  of  a  member 
of  parliament,  am  yet  virtually  reprefen  ted 
by  fuch  perfons  as  are  chofen  without  my 
concurrence,  do  not  the  Colonies  fall 
equally  within  the  imagined  line  of  fuch 
virtual  reprefentation  ?  Or  if,  (as  the  cafe 
really  Hands,)  I  am  taxed  by  the  foie  au¬ 
thority  of  all-ruling  Legiflation,  without 
my  having  the  fhadow  of  a  Representative 
in  parliament,  Shall  I  tamely  fubmit  to 
tile  payment  of  fuch  tax,  which  is  levied 
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’Without >  that  is,  againji  my  confent,  and 
fhall  my  American  Coulin  murmur  at 
bowing  before  the  fame  aweful  fceptre, 
which  is  fwayed  confhtutionally  by  the 
hand  of  Supreme  Power  over  all  his  Kinf- 

men  indifcriminately  in  the  Mother  Coun¬ 
try  ? 

* 


I  must  afh  your  Lordfhip’s  pardon,  if 
on  fome  of  the  topicks  I  have  been  too  dif- 
fuiive,  on  others  too  concife.  Yet  to  you, 
my  Lord,  I  fhould  apologize  only  for  te- 
dioufnefs,  brevity  cannot  Hand  in  need  of 
an  excufe ;  for,  by  neither  could  1  hope  to 
give  your  Lordfhip  information,  by  one  I 
mu  ft  certainly  intrude  on  your  time.  But, 
in  truth,  though  I  have  chofen  to  addrefs 
myfelf  to  your  Lordftiip,  I  have  had  it  in 
view  to  write  for  the  People.  A  good  and 
tree  People  are  always  worthy  of  convic¬ 
tion,  and  conviction  may  flow  from  the 
homelieft  pen.  My  aim,  however,  has 
rather  been  to  put  the  good  fenfe  of  the 
Publick  upon  the  true  fcent  of  the  argu¬ 
ment, 
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ment,  than  to  prefume  to  hunt  down  the 
game  for  them  myfelf. 


I  cannot  conclude,  without  retouch¬ 
ing  a  point,  which  f  have  as  yet  barely 
glanced  at,  -but  which  deferves  the  mo  ft 
mature  and  moil  fohd  attention ;  I  mean. 


the  neceffity  of  enforcing  the  right  of  the 
fupreme  legiflature  to  frame  Money-bills, 
as  well  as  other  laws,  for  America,  upon 


the  primary  grand  principle,  the  cardinal 
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ature.  Self-preservation 


It  prieves  me  to  confider  the  intereffs  of 

O 

Britain  in  a  light  of  opposition  to  thofe  of 
her  Colonies  :  but  the  Colonies  themfelves 
extort  the  diftindion.  Are  they  not  at 
this  moment  taking  every  harth  meafure, 
by  conventions,  combinations,  provincial 
compacts,  and  lawlefs  affociations — I  had 
a!  mo  ft  added,  by  folemn  leagues  and  cove¬ 
nants,  to  diftrefs  our  manuiadtuieis,  ^nd. 
fet  up  an  avowed  Independence  for  them¬ 
felves  ?  and  this  too  at  a  time  when  they 


have  juft  received  the  tender  eft  proofs  of 

parental 
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parental  indulgence  ! — Is  this  their  duty  ? 
this  their  affection  ? — Is  it  not  rivalfhip 
and  opposition  in  the  moft  rancorous  de¬ 
gree  ? 


If  there  can  be  found  an  Englishman,  fo 
unnaturally  difuffedted  to  the  Country  that 
gave  him  birth,  as  to  applaud  thofe  efforts, 
which  aim  Shafts  at  her  vitals,  as  to  cry  out 
enthuSiaSlicaily,  Hos  utinam  inter 

Herons  nation  tcllns  me  nova  tulijfet  ! — 

In  the  name  of  God  let  him  fly  there  : 
what  Slops  his  migration  ?  Let  him  fettle 
amongfl  his  Favourites :  let  him  dwell 
with  his  JLlecl.  But  while  he  lives  in  Old 
England,  it  is  his  intereSl,  nay  more,  it  is 
his  duty,  to  view  every  thing  through  the 
medium  of  her  v/elfare  and  profperity,  and 
not  to  feek  for  new  lights  in  a  new  quarter 
of  the  globe. 


One  objection  is  urged  by  fome  well- 
meaning  people,  which  I  had  like  to  have 
nalfed  over,  as  from  its  futility  fcarce  me¬ 
riting 
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j  i tii jg  a  lerious  refutation  ;  but,  as  I  rc- 
coLeft  to  have  heard  it  more  than  once 
much  infifted  on  by  men  of  p-ood  hearts 
though  but  weak  underloadings,  I  will 
give  it  an  an  Twer.  Such  men  I  iliali  ever 
be  ftudious  to  fet  right,  to  the  belt  of  my 
poor  ability  and  information,  while  So- 
phiftry  deferves  only  to  be  detected  and 
d  dpi  fed.  rI  he  objection  is  this,  “  that 
“  the  Colon  ifts  mu  ft  either  be  Freemen  or 
“  Slaves  ;  that  no  medium  can  be  found 
**  between  Freedom  and  Slavery ;  and, 
“  confequently,  that  if  Dependence  be  en- 
“  forced  in  the  leaft  degree,  the  Chains  of 
“  Slavery  are  rivetted  about  their  necks.” 
This  plea  refts  folely  on  the  infirm  balls  of  a 
falle  propofition  ;  which  once  overturned, 
the  fuperftrudture  is  demolilhed.  Freedom 
is  by  no  means  an  abfolute  idea,  but  clearly 
fufceptible  of  diminution  and  increafe  :  or, 
as  the  Logicians  would  phrafe  it,  Libertas 
recipit  magis  et  minus.  To  inftance  at 
once  in  our  own  happy  Conftitution — 
Since  the  late  folemn  judicial  condemna¬ 
tion 
>  •  •  •  • 
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tion  of  General  Warrants,  we  are  certain¬ 
ly  become  a  freer  people  than  we  were  be¬ 
fore  •,  yet  it  will  fcarcely  follow  that  fuch 
condemnation  formed  the  glorious  asra  of 
Britifh  Liberty,  and  that  till  that  propitious 
moment  every  Briton  was  a  Have. 

Let  not  the  generous  Friends  of  Free¬ 
dom  entertain  an  apprehenfion  that  they 
revolt  from  her  caufe,  in  reducing  within 
the  legal  bounds  of  their  natural  duty  thefe 
Mock-Champions  of  Liberty,  who  plead 
exemption  from  the  authority  of  a  popular 
legiilature,  by  a  Royal  Diploma,  by  a  Fiat 
of  One  Man ;  who  in  the  fame  breath 
contend  for  a  licentious  emancipation  from 
conftitutional  Government,  and  proclaim 
themfelves  Charter-formed  Creatures  of 
the  Crown  ! 

Great  Britain  can  never  be  otherwife 
refpedtable,  than  as  a  centre  of  power,  be 
the  circumference  of  her  dominion  ever  fo 
widely  extended.  Aut  Ccefar,  aut  nullus 
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fhould  be  this  Ifland’s  motto.  It  is  by 
ftrength  of  conftitution,  and  policy  of  law, 
that  we  have  rilen  above  the  gulph  we  were 
plunged  in  by  nature,  and  can  no  longer 
be  treated  with  contemptuous  negledtj-  no 
longer  be  pointed  at  as  outcafls  of  the 
world,  as  miferable  borderers  on  the  ultima 
T bule,  as  penitus  toto  divijos  orbe  Id rit an¬ 
nas.  Our  Liberty  we  owe  to  the  virtue 
of  our  ancestors,  our  Empire  muft  be  main¬ 
tained  by  the  virtue  of  ourfelves.  Nay, 
even  our  very  Liberty  mufc  fall  with  our 
Empire,  and  I  hope  our  Exigence  will  not 
outlaft  our  Liberty.  We  have  glorioufly 
defended  it  againft  the  open  alfaults  of  fo¬ 
reign  enemies,  againft  the  undermining 
arts  of  domeftick  traytors.  And  lhall  we 
tamely  and  pufiilanimoufly  fuffer  it  to  be 
wrefted  from  us,  by  a  long-cherifhed,  un¬ 
grateful,  refractory  offspring  ?  That  we 
have  Right  to  fupport  us  has,  I  truft,  been 
demon  ftrated  :  that  we  have  Power  to  en¬ 
force  it,  we  feel,  and  they  know.  And 
fhall  we  hefitate  for  ever  upon  petty  feru- 
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pies  of  Expedience  ? — Will  not  Obftina- 
cy  gather  ftrength  from  continued  indul¬ 
gence  ?  Does  not  the  Offspring  of  Ame¬ 
rica  increafe  every  day  ?  Does  not  every 
day  add  to  the  number  of  her  fons  by 
adoption  ?  Does  not  the  vigour  of  every 
Country  fpring  immediately  from  its  po¬ 
pulation  ?  Do  not  Freedom  and  Indepen¬ 
dence  give  finews  to  that  vigour  ?  Are  the 
Children  of  Great  Britain  multiplied  in 
proportion  ?  Are  her  naturalized  Renega- 
does  from  Alia,  Africa,  and  the  Conti¬ 
nent,  at  all  comparable,  as  militants  for 
a  free  Conftitution,  to  the  genuine  nurfe- 
lines  of  thefe  Islands  of  Liberty, 
who  migrate  to  America  by  hundicds 
every  year  ?  fdave  we  purcnaled  Canada  at 
the  expence  of  our  beft  blood  and  ticatuic, 
to  ferve  as  a  forge  to  prepare  chains  for 

our  pofterity  ? - There  can  be  no 

doubt  but  that  the  felf-fame  fources,  which 
pour  in  riches  and  plenteoufnefs  upon  a 
Country,  if  fuffered  to  run  over,  by  their 

luxuriance  may  deftroy  it.  Our  Ameri¬ 
can 
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can  Colonies  are  copious  fprings  of  our 
treafure ;  but  fhould  their  ftreams  over¬ 
flow  thofe  channels  our  Supremacy  has 
prefcribed,  they  would  deluge  that  land 
which  they  now  fertilize. 


I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  the  greatejl  RefpeB, 
EJieem,  and  Regard , 

*  r 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Lordfhif  s  moji  obedient, 
and  moji  humble  fervant , 

George  Canning. 


Middle  Temple , 
March  i $tb,  1768, 


